
 

 

Welcome  
Welcome to the first newsletter from the RBAPS Irish and Spanish teams.  

The RBAPS project will run from 2015 to June 2018 to develop results-based agri-environment payment schemes. 

Through engagement with participating farmers and local stakeholders in Co. Leitrim, Shannon Callows and Na-

varra, we will test how results-based schemes can incentivise and reward farmers for the quality of nature (also 

called biodiversity) they produce on their farms. 

This is one of only two projects funded by the EU, in response to a call from the European Commission (DG Envi-

ronment) to trial the results-based approach through pilot schemes, and puts the project areas at the centre of re-

sults-based agri-environment scheme development in Europe. 

Please read on for more information on our exciting project. 
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What does the RBAPS 
project hope to achieve?  

In 2016 and 2017, approximately 

ú240,000 will be spent by the 

RBAPS project on farmer contracts, 

split equally between the three pilot 

areas; the Atlantic farmland of the 

Shannon Callows and Co. Leitrim in 

Ireland and the Mediterranean farm-

land of the Navarra region in Spain. 

The pilot areas have been chosen 

because they are of considerable 

value for nature. Agriculture is a ma-

jor industry in both Ireland and 

Spain, with low intensity farming still 

very much a way of life. 

Working with up to 65 farmers in 

Ireland and Spain, the RBAPS 

teams aim to build on the Burren 

model (see pg 2) which uses under-

standable indicators which aim to 

score the quality of nature 

(biodiversity) of farmland. The score 

given reflects the quality of nature 

produced which is linked to the level 

of payment to the farmer.  

This RBAPS project in Ireland and 

Spain will provide important infor-

mation for the design of future re-

sults-based schemes around Eu-

rope.  

Vineyard in the Navarra region, Spain 

Flooded callow land, Ireland 
Flower-rich grassland, Co. Leitrim, Ireland 




