








Predator Habitats

Predator habitats, as discussed previously, relate to
mature/ maturing shrubs such as trees and bushes
typically over 2.5 metres in height. Also included here
are dense areas of shrubby vegetation less than 2.5
metres in height that could be used by predators such
as Foxes or Mink. Removing predator habitat can help
reduce predation levels and also increase the amount
of suitable breeding habitat for waders. However, not
all predator habitat in proximity to breeding wader
nest sites needs to be removed. There are a number
of factors to consider such as the location relative to
breeding and chick rearing areas, and to the overall
predation level at the site. As a general rule, predator
habitat will not be considered a problem if it is located

more than 100 metres from the nearest wet feature
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(travelling a minimum of 100 metres, either by air or
across land, provides the waders with an opportunity
to seek refuge). However, this is further dependent on
its type, with individual or stands of individual trees
not posing as great a threat as dense areas of trees
and scrub (this issue also needs consideration when

situating new wet features).

breeding and chick rearing areas as to represent little or no threat to the waders.

This can be reviewed on a regular (annual) basis and managed at a later date if appropriate.
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PREDATOR HABITATS

Needs Management *

This dense area of whitethorn, blackthorn
and willows of varying ages, along with the
newly establishing blackthorn, is providing
both perching posts for aerial predators
and excellent cover for mammalian
predators such as fox and mink. It should
be removed.

Needs Management

In some cases, small clumps of trees and
bushes will constitute predator habitat and
need removing. This will depend on their
location and the existing level of predation
on site.

Extensive predator habitat — major
management required.

Where, due to a lack of management, scrub
and trees have been allowed to colonise
a large area, major management will be
required to correct this. In this situation
breeding wader habitat has reduced in size
and quality while, the converse is true for
predator habitat. To redress the imbalance,
significant intervention is required. Even
small shrubs will become a problem if they
cover a sufficiently large area and provide
cover for predators.

4 Thisshould only be undertaken inconsultation
with an experts or relevant authorities.
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Activities Requiring Consent within
Designated Areas such as SACs and
SPAs, and Tree Felling Licences

Breeding waders are typically found within lowland wet grassland. These breeding sites

may be located within designated protection areas such as SACs and SPAs. Mowing within
the River Shannon SAC before the Ist of July is an Activity Requiring Consent (formerly a
Notifiable Action) administered by the National Parks and Wildlife Service. Similarly, the
creation of scrapes, drains or re-profiling existing drains within designated sites may also
require consent. Landowners are advised to discuss their intentions with the National Parks
and Wildlife Service prior to undertaking any such works and to seek consent if directed to
do so.

In Ireland, the cutting of trees will generally require a Tree Felling Licence issued by the Forest
Service. While there are exemptions from the need to obtain a licence, the Forest Service
must be notified that felling is to take place and it will decide if the trees are exempt or not.
Again, landowners are advised to discuss their intentions with a competent person prior to
undertaking any tree cutting or removal.
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See also a separate document on RBAPS Breeding Wader scores and
recommended management.

This document has been prepared by Birdwatch Ireland as part of the RBAPS project (www.rbaps.eu). If you
have any comments or queries, please contact the Banagher Office of Birdwatch Ireland on (057) 9151676.
The RBAPS project is funded by the European Commission with co-funding provided by project partners and
with support from The Heritage Council, Teagasc and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

Information provided in this document does not necessarily reflect thoughts or opinions of the funders.
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