














16

Needs management

In some cases, small clumps of
trees and bushes will constitute
predator habitat and need
removing. This will largely depend
on their location and the predator
pressure on the site.

Score 5

Extensive predator habitat;
major management required.

Where, due to a lack of
management scrub and trees have
been allowed to colonise a large
area, significant management will
be required. As well as limiting
breeding habitat it will also provide
cover for predators.

Score -5



D.1 LATE SEASON SWARD HEIGHT < 5CM IN HEIGHT

Sward height should be 5cm or less across the field by 30 November or the onset of winter flooding (whichever
comes first). This should ideally be achieved by cattle grazing at the end of the breeding season (July onwards)

ahead of flooding, though topping is permitted.

D.1 Late Season Sward Height of ? 5cm

50-75% of MU, achieved by
topping

grazing

50-75% of MU, achieved by

>75% of MU, achieved by >75% of MU, achieved by

topping grazing

0 - 50% of MU

0

5

Note: In years when abnormally late spring or early autumn flooding or excessive rainfall occurs, farmers may
not be able to deliver on scoring criteria A.1, A.2 or D.1. In such years, these criteria will be omitted and scoring

will be determined by the remaining criteria.

NOTE: INDICATORS A3, B1, C1 AND C2 WILL BE SCORED AGAIN IN THE LATE

Sward height of <5cm, achieved
by grazing:

>75% of MU has a sward height of
<5cm in height: Score 15

50-75% of MU has a sward height
of <5cm in height: Score 5

0-50% of MU has a sward height of
<5cm in height: Score -5

Sward height of <5cm, achieved
by topping:

>75% of MU has a sward height of
<5cm in height: Score 10

50-75% of MU has a sward height
of <5cm in height: Score 0

0-50% of MU has a sward height of
<5cm in height: Score -5

SEASON IF CAPITAL WORKS HAVE BEEN UNDERTAKEN IN RELATION TO THESE
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See also a separate document on RBAPS Breeding Waders - Best Practice
Guidelines for farming for conservation on the Shannon Callows.

This document has been prepared by Birdwatch Ireland as part of the RBAPS project (www.rbaps.eu). If you
have any comments or queries, please contact the Banagher Office of Birdwatch Ireland on (057) 9151676.
The RBAPS project is funded by the European Commission with co-funding provided by project partners and
with support from The Heritage Council, Teagasc and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

Information provided in this document does not necessarily reflect thoughts or opinions of the funders.
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